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Predictions
2022
What will happen this year?

no.1

DISCUSS
THE
QUESTIONS

Do you think that 2021 was a
good year for you? Why?

no.2

What did you expect to
happen in 2021? Did your
predictions come true?

no.3

Will 2022 be better than
2021? Why / Why not?
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PREDICT
THE TOPICS

1. Climate

change

will

keep

getting

worse. Our reponse won't cut it.
2. The art world will learn to love
the blockchain.
3. Fancy restaurants and casual chains
will thrive. The places in between
won't.
4. The economy will see uncomfortable
- but not crisis-level - inflation.
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MATCH THE HEADINGS WITH
THE PICTURES
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Climate change will keep getting worse. Our
response won't cut it.
BY SARAH KAPLAN
2021 was bad for the planet. 2022 will be worse. This sad inevitability of our warming
world has become undeniable: Since humans continue to pump carbon into the
atmosphere, global average temperatures will continue to rise, and weather disasters
will continue to become more extreme. People should be prepared for every heat
wave, wildfire and storm to set records, for every summer to be hotter than the one
before.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has found that the world’s window of
opportunity to meet its most ambitious climate goal — limiting warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius above preindustrial levels — is closing. In 2022, the United Nations panel will
focus on how humanity can adjust to the changes we’ve caused and map out our
remaining options for averting further catastrophes. The continuing La Niña climate
pattern, which tends to exacerbate drought in the American West and amplify storms
in Southeast Asia, will test governments’ abilities to respond to disasters and force
people to reconsider where and how they live in climate-vulnerable areas. After the
Glasgow climate summit delivered lackluster results for hard-hit nations, the
developing world will be pushing even harder for rich countries to promise more
financial support at November’s meeting in Egypt.
In the United States — the top source of greenhouse gases currently in the
atmosphere — the success of climate efforts could depend on whether Democrats
implement their agenda, particularly the imperiled Build Back Better program. With the
party facing an uphill battle in the midterm elections, this is their best chance to spend
big on upgrading infrastructure, reducing emissions from buildings and switching the
electrical grid to renewable energy. If these measures deliver the new jobs and lifestyle
improvements advocates have promised, that could build support for the programs
even if power in Washington changes hands.
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READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

no.1

What

will

be

the

consequences

of

increased

carbon

no.2

What is the world's climate goal for this year? How

no.3

What will be the main focus of the UN in 2022?

no.4

What are the two extreme climate patterns caused by La

no.5

How will La Niña affect governments and people all over

no.6

What will be the agenda of developing countries in Egypt

no.7

Which country is the main greenhouse gas producer?

no.8

How can the US reduce their greenhouse gas emission?

production in 2022?
likely is it to meet this requirement?

Niña?
the world?
in November 2022?

USING YOUR NOTES, TELL YOUR NEW PARTNER ABOUT THE
TEXT
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Climate change will keep getting worse. Our
response won't cut it.
BY SARAH KAPLAN
ANSWERS
2021 was bad for the planet. 2022 will be worse. This sad inevitability of our warming
world has become undeniable: Since humans continue to pump carbon into the
atmosphere, global average temperatures will continue to rise, and weather disasters
will continue to become more extreme. People should be prepared for every heat
wave, wildfire and storm to set records, for every summer to be hotter than the one
before.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has found that the world’s window of
opportunity to meet its most ambitious climate goal — limiting warming to 1.5 degrees
Celsius above preindustrial levels — is closing. In 2022, the United Nations panel will
focus on how humanity can adjust to the changes we’ve caused and map out our
remaining options for averting further catastrophes. The continuing La Niña climate
pattern, which tends to exacerbate drought in the American West and amplify storms
in Southeast Asia, will test governments’ abilities to respond to disasters and force
people to reconsider where and how they live in climate-vulnerable areas. After the
Glasgow climate summit delivered lackluster results for hard-hit nations, the
developing world will be pushing even harder for rich countries to promise more
financial support at November’s meeting in Egypt.
In the United States — the top source of greenhouse gases currently in the
atmosphere — the success of climate efforts could depend on whether Democrats
implement their agenda, particularly the imperiled Build Back Better program. With the
party facing an uphill battle in the midterm elections, this is their best chance to spend
big on upgrading infrastructure, reducing emissions from buildings and switching the
electrical grid to renewable energy. If these measures deliver the new jobs and lifestyle
improvements advocates have promised, that could build support for the programs
even if power in Washington changes hands.
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The art world will learn to love the blockchain.
BY SEBASTIAN SMEE
Ever since a digital collage by Mike Winkelmann, a.k.a. Beeple — who was virtually
unknown to art insiders before 2021 — sold at auction for $69.3 million, talk about
NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, has permeated every aspect of the art world. The big
question hovering over 2022 will be: Are NFTs a passing fad, or will they change art
forever?
NFTs are not the new photography. That’s to say, they’re not so much a new artistic
medium as a financial instrument. Think of them as a digital certificate of authenticity
that exists on a decentralized ledger — a ledger that anyone can see and that cannot
be tampered with.
Above all, these virtual commodities create a notional scarcity. Digital artists, whose
work exists as easily copied computer files, can now point to a single version of their
work as the “authentic” one, creating an asset that can more easily be monetized.
But NFTs can be minted from physical works, too. In fact, the British Museum, the Uffizi
and the State Hermitage in St. Petersburg are among the museums that have minted
NFTs from works in their collections by Monet, Van Gogh and Leonardo da Vinci.
Obviously, if you buy these NFTs, you’re not buying the physical work. You’re buying a
unique digital collectible that can be traded as such.
There is no doubt that the hype around NFTs has attracted a new class of wealthy
collectors and entrepreneurs — “crypto bros” — who are willing to throw their money
around.
Of course, the cryptocurrency folks are playing a bigger, longer game. But in the
process, they are doing their best to shake up the art world. They’re not just creating
new ways of doing business and forcing tough questions about the opaque and often
convoluted workings of the art market. They’re also bringing attention to new artists.
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READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

no.1

How did the NFTs come to be?

no.2

What are the NFTs?

no.3

Can the NFTs be changed in any way?

no.4

Is it possible to verify the original versions of NFTs?

no.5

Can NFTs be created from existing art pieces?

no.6

What can you do with NFTs?

no.7

Who are the people interested in buying NFTs?

no.8

What are the benefits of NFTs?

USING YOUR NOTES, TELL YOUR NEW PARTNER ABOUT THE
TEXT
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The art world will learn to love the blockchain.
ANSWERS

BY SEBASTIAN SMEE

Ever since a digital collage by Mike Winkelmann, a.k.a. Beeple — who was virtually
unknown to art insiders before 2021 — sold at auction for $69.3 million, talk about
NFTs, or non-fungible tokens, has permeated every aspect of the art world. The big
question hovering over 2022 will be: Are NFTs a passing fad, or will they change art
forever?
NFTs are not the new photography. That’s to say, they’re not so much a new artistic
medium as a financial instrument. Think of them as a digital certificate of authenticity
that exists on a decentralized ledger — a ledger that anyone can see and that cannot
be tampered with.
Above all, these virtual commodities create a notional scarcity. Digital artists, whose
work exists as easily copied computer files, can now point to a single version of their
work as the “authentic” one, creating an asset that can more easily be monetized.
But NFTs can be minted from physical works, too. In fact, the British Museum, the Uffizi
and the State Hermitage in St. Petersburg are among the museums that have minted
NFTs from works in their collections by Monet, Van Gogh and Leonardo da Vinci.
Obviously, if you buy these NFTs, you’re not buying the physical work. You’re buying a
unique digital collectible that can be traded as such.
There is no doubt that the hype around NFTs has attracted a new class of wealthy
collectors and entrepreneurs — “crypto bros” — who are willing to throw their money
around.
Of course, the cryptocurrency folks are playing a bigger, longer game. But in the
process, they are doing their best to shake up the art world. They’re not just creating
new ways of doing business and forcing tough questions about the opaque and often
convoluted workings of the art market. They’re also bringing attention to new artists.
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The economy will see uncomfortable - but not crisis-level inflation.
BY HEATHER LONG
The great financial challenge of 2021 was reviving the economy. In 2022, the challenge
will be to keep inflation from wrecking the rebound.
As prices continue to soar not just for cars but also for gas, utilities, food, housing and
home goods, it’s becoming increasingly clear that inflation will be higher for longer
than anyone wants. Economists expect the rate of price increases to come down from
the highs of 2021 — 6.8 percent for the 12 months ending in November, for example
— but they don’t envision it returning to the 2 percent range that’s considered normal
until late 2023 or beyond. That means we should brace for a year characterized by
uncomfortable, but not crisis-inducing, inflation.
The playbook for dealing with uncomfortable inflation isn’t obvious. In the late 1970s,
when the nation suffered double-digit price increases, the Fed hiked interest rates to
an unprecedented 20 percent, plunging the economy into a recession but eventually
rectifying the situation. Today’s Fed won’t act so dramatically, but it is already signaling
three rate hikes in 2022. Doing so without triggering a stock market panic or job losses
will require careful maneuvering.
Republicans will continue to place the blame on Biden for spending too much on
pandemic relief aid. That’s a contributing factor, but the bulk of the problem involves a
simple mismatch of supply and demand: Demand for cars, dishwashers, couches,
kitchen sinks and other goods surged in 2021 as factories around the world struggled
to reboot from the pandemic, and the kinks in supply chains will take a while to work
out.
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Americans are spooked about inflation, but most haven’t curbed their spending yet.
The big concern is that workers will demand higher and higher wages, and companies
will keep raising prices, creating a spiral that is hard to stop. To forestall that outcome,
policymakers have to convince consumers and business leaders that high inflation is
not here to stay — a challenge that involves psychology as much as economics.

READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

no.1

What were and will be the most challenging financial

no.2

Which areas were most affected by constantly increasing

no.3

When is it expected for the price rates to come down

difficulties of 2021 and 2022?
prices?

no.4

from their highest 6.8%?
What is considered the usual rate of prices increase and

no.5

What happened with the economy in the 1970s?

no.6

What are the main factors of causing inflation?

no.7

What

no.8

How can the concerns be avoided?

when is it expected to come back to normal?

is

the

main

concern

regarding

companies

and

employees?

USING YOUR NOTES, TELL YOUR NEW PARTNER ABOUT THE
TEXT
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The economy will see uncomfortable - but not crisis-level inflation.
BY HEATHER LONG
ANSWERS

The great financial challenge of 2021 was reviving the economy. In 2022, the challenge
will be to keep inflation from wrecking the rebound.
As prices continue to soar not just for cars but also for gas, utilities, food, housing and
home goods, it’s becoming increasingly clear that inflation will be higher for longer
than anyone wants. Economists expect the rate of price increases to come down from
the highs of 2021 — 6.8 percent for the 12 months ending in November, for example
— but they don’t envision it returning to the 2 percent range that’s considered normal
until late 2023 or beyond. That means we should brace for a year characterized by
uncomfortable, but not crisis-inducing, inflation.
The playbook for dealing with uncomfortable inflation isn’t obvious. In the late 1970s,
when the nation suffered double-digit price increases, the Fed hiked interest rates to
an unprecedented 20 percent, plunging the economy into a recession but eventually
rectifying the situation. Today’s Fed won’t act so dramatically, but it is already signaling
three rate hikes in 2022. Doing so without triggering a stock market panic or job losses
will require careful maneuvering.
Republicans will continue to place the blame on Biden for spending too much on
pandemic relief aid. That’s a contributing factor, but the bulk of the problem involves a
simple mismatch of supply and demand: Demand for cars, dishwashers, couches,
kitchen sinks and other goods surged in 2021 as factories around the world struggled
to reboot from the pandemic, and the kinks in supply chains will take a while to work
out.
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Americans are spooked about inflation, but most haven’t curbed their spending yet.
The big concern is that workers will demand higher and higher wages, and companies
will keep raising prices, creating a spiral that is hard to stop. To forestall that outcome,
policymakers have to convince consumers and business leaders that high inflation is
not here to stay — a challenge that involves psychology as much as economics.
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Fancy restaurants and casual chains will thrive. The
places in between won't.
BY LAURA REILEY
Even before the pandemic, some food industry analysts believed that we’d already
seen the end of the golden age of dining out in America — that rising labor and food
costs, significant ground ceded to third-party delivery companies, and shifting
consumer tastes were stymieing innovation and squeezing profits. Reeling from
#MeToo and racial-inequity scandals, the restaurant industry was in a period of
reckoning and reinvention when, in March 2020, everything screeched to a standstill.
Now the industry is back-ish, but many things will never be the same.
Dine-in visits to restaurants were down 49 percent in the 12 months ending in October
2021 compared with the pre-pandemic level in the year ending in October 2019. Offpremises orders (carryout, drive-through and delivery) represented 50 percent of
casual restaurants’ sales before the pandemic; now that figure is 80 percent. That’s
here to stay.
So far it doesn’t sound like a loss, right? Assuming sufficient to-go containers, it just
means swapping out where people consume food. Not exactly. The pandemic, coupled
with an inequitable distribution of federal assistance, created winners and losers. The
losers — many mom-and-pop restaurants, with a substantial portion of proprietors
whose first language isn’t English — are not able to compete on wages or keep their
menu prices commensurate with those of deeper-pocketed peers. Many will go out of
business.
There’s still a customer for high-end “experiential” restaurants. And quick-serve chains
will continue to flourish. But even these categories will face problems and flux. With so
many restaurant jobs open, fewer kitchen workers are willing to endure the high stress
and low pay of prestigious “stages” (the industry word for internships), which will
diminish the pipeline of talent. And for quick-serve, labor shortages will expedite a turn
toward kiosk ordering, touchless payment apps and robotics in food preparation.
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READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

no.1

Why did the golden age of restaurants end even before

no.2

Is it possible for the restaurants to fully recover?

no.3

What was the percentage drop in visitors between October

the pandemic?

no.4

2019 and October 2021?
What is the percentage

no.5

Who are the main losers of this shift?

no.6

Who are the main winners of this shift?

no.7

What are the main issues that the restaurants are faced

no.8

How will the companies deal with the labour shortages?

difference

between

people

ordering off-premises before and after the pandemic?

with this year?

USING YOUR NOTES, TELL YOUR NEW PARTNER ABOUT THE
TEXT
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Fancy restaurants and casual chains will thrive. The
places in between won't.
BY LAURA REILEY
ANSWERS
Even before the pandemic, some food industry analysts believed that we’d already
seen the end of the golden age of dining out in America — that rising labor and food
costs, significant ground ceded to third-party delivery companies, and shifting
consumer tastes were stymieing innovation and squeezing profits. Reeling from
#MeToo and racial-inequity scandals, the restaurant industry was in a period of
reckoning and reinvention when, in March 2020, everything screeched to a standstill.
Now the industry is back-ish, but many things will never be the same.
Dine-in visits to restaurants were down 49 percent in the 12 months ending in October
2021 compared with the pre-pandemic level in the year ending in October 2019. Offpremises orders (carryout, drive-through and delivery) represented 50 percent of
casual restaurants’ sales before the pandemic; now that figure is 80 percent. That’s
here to stay.
So far it doesn’t sound like a loss, right? Assuming sufficient to-go containers, it just
means swapping out where people consume food. Not exactly. The pandemic, coupled
with an inequitable distribution of federal assistance, created winners and losers. The
losers — many mom-and-pop restaurants, with a substantial portion of proprietors
whose first language isn’t English — are not able to compete on wages or keep their
menu prices commensurate with those of deeper-pocketed peers. Many will go out of
business.
There’s still a customer for high-end “experiential” restaurants. And quick-serve chains
will continue to flourish. But even these categories will face problems and flux. With so
many restaurant jobs open, fewer kitchen workers are willing to endure the high stress
and low pay of prestigious “stages” (the industry word for internships), which will
diminish the pipeline of talent. And for quick-serve, labor shortages will expedite a turn
toward kiosk ordering, touchless payment apps and robotics in food preparation.
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no.1

DISCUSS
THE
QUESTIONS

Do

you

agree

with

the

predictions about 2022?

no.2

How
accurate
are
these
questions for your country?

no.3

Have you got any other
predictions for 2022?
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