B1 - Christmas Speaking Exam

PART 1
2 minutes (3 minutes for groups of three)

Good morning / afternoon / evening. My name is ......... and this is my
colleague .......... .
(To Candidate A) What's your name? Where do you live/come from?
Thank you.
(To Candidate B) What's your name? Where do you live/come from?
Thank you.
Spelling
How do you spell:
wreath
myrrh
mistletoe
bauble

sleigh
chestnut
nutcracker
eggnog

Christmas questions
How does your family celebrate Christmas?
How did you spend last Christmas?
Do you ever feel stressed during Christmas? Why (not)?
Tell me about Christmas celebrations in your country.
When did you stop believing in Santa?
What was the best Christmas present that you have ever received?

PART 2
2-3 minutes (4 minutes for groups of three)

Now I'd like each of you to talk on your own about something. I'm going
to give each of you a photograph and I'd like you to talk about it.
(Candidate A), here is your photograph. It shows people spending
Christmas Eve together.
Place Part 2 booklet, open at Task 1A, in front of candidate.
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(Candidate B), you just listen.
(Candidate A), please tell us what you can see in the photograph.
(Candidate A talks for 1 minute)
Thank you. Now, (Candidate B), here is your photograph. It shows
people decorating a Christmas tree.
Place Part 2 booklet, open at Task 1B, in front of candidate.
(Candidate A), you just listen.
(Candidate B), please tell us what you can see in the photograph.
(Candidate A talks for 1 minute)
Thank you.
OPTIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS
(Candidate C), here is your photograph. It shows people giving and
receiving Christmas gifts.
Place Part 2 booklet, open at Task 1C, in front of candidate.
(Candidate D), you just listen.
(Candidate C), please tell us what you can see in the photograph.
(Candidate C talks for 1 minute)
Thank you. Now, (Candidate D), here is your photograph. It shows
people buying things at a Christmas market.
Place Part 2 booklet, open at Task 1D, in front of candidate.
(Candidate C), you just listen.
(Candidate D), please tell us what you can see in the photograph.
(Candidate D talks for 1 minute)
Thank you.
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PART 3
2 minutes (3 minutes for groups of three)

Now, I'd like you to talk about something together for about two minutes
(3 minutes for groups of three). I'm going to describe a situation to you.
Place Part 3 booklet, open at Task 2A, in front of the candidates.
Santa Claus is coming to leave presents under your Christmas
tree. Since he is going to work the whole night, he needs to have
a snack at your house.
Here are some snacks that he could eat.
Talk together about the different snacks he could eat, and say
which one would give him the most energy.
(Allow 15 seconds to look at the task)
All right? Now talk together.
(Candidate A and Candidate B talk for 2 minutes)
Thank you.
OPTIONAL TASK
Now, I'd like you to talk about something together for about two minutes
(3 minutes for groups of three). I'm going to describe a situation to you.
Place Part 3 booklet, open at Task 2B, in front of the candidates.
Elves are thinking about preparing a Christmas gift for Santa
Claus. They want to find a gift that he would use daily.
Here are some gift ideas that they could give him.
Talk together about the different gifts they could give, and say
which would be the most useful.
(Allow 15 seconds to look at the task)
All right? Now talk together.
(Candidate A and Candidate B talk for 2 minutes)
Thank you.
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PART 4
4 minutes (6 minutes for groups of three)

Use the following questions, in order, as appropriate:

Do people behave differently at Christmas?
Some people say that Christmas is too commercialized. Do you
agree?
What is the meaning of Christmas?
If you could change something about Christmas, what would it be?
Some people think that Christmas has lost its original meaning.
What is your opinion?
Is it important for children to believe in Santa Claus?
In some places, they change the greeting Merry Christmas to Happy
Holidays to include people who do not celebrate it. What do you
think?
Do you think that most of the waste is produced over the Christmas
period?
The best Christmas gift is money. Do you agree?
Some people start decorating their house for Christmas right after
Halloween. When is the best time to decorate for Christmas?
Thank you. That is the end of the test.
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Source: Canva
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Source: Canva
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